
we have hired Ms. Kayla Traxler to fill this role.  Kay-
la has a love for the Lord and a desire to see people 
reached with the gospel.  Kayla comes to us with 
a degree in Graphic Communications and a desire 
to see the ministry of Berean Bible Institute grow by 
training even more pastors, missionaries, and Chris-
tian leaders who will take the Gospel of God’s Grace 
to the world.

As I close, I want to thank our partners for their 
prayer and support. You are such a blessing to us. 
Your partnership with BBI is so encouraging and be-
cause of your faithfulness and generosity, BBI moves 
forward fulfilling our mission for the glory of God.

Because He Lives,

Dr. Robert E. Nix

QUESTION: If Paul was the unique apostle of 
Grace, why did Peter declare “But we (Israelites) 
believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they (Gentiles)”? 

ANSWER: The setting of Peter’s statement is a coun-
sel of the Kingdom leaders meeting with Paul re-
garding the issue of circumcision (Acts 15:2).  Before 
this counsel took place a lot had occurred, includ-
ing Peter witnessing the conversion of Cornelius the 
Gentile (Acts 10) and Paul completing his first mis-
sionary journey (Acts 14:26).  It was at this counsel 
at Jerusalem that Peter announced, “through the grace 
of God we [Israelites] shall be saved even as they [Gen-
tiles]” (Acts 15:11).  By the time he made this decla-
ration, Peter had come to a greater understanding of 
God’s plan for redemption since the time he was first 
chosen by Jesus while he was fishing (Matt. 4:18-22). 
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From the President’s Desk,

Please join us in praising the Lord for the work 
He is doing through the ministry of Berean Bible In-
stitute.  It seems like each week we are gaining new 
students not only from the United States but from 
places around the globe.  It is such an encourage-
ment to see men and women who desire to grow in 
the Lord and be better equipped to serve the Savior.  
Please continue to pray for the faculty and staff as we 
navigate these times of blessing. 

Because of our increase in students, I am travel-
ing more and presenting the mission and ministry of 
the Berean Bible Institute.  While we are blessed with 
new students desiring to take courses to prepare 
for ministry, it takes more and more resources to  
accomplish the task at hand.  It is truly a joy to share 
what God is doing through BBI as I visit churches 
and conferences.  Every place I am given the oppor-
tunity to share the mission of Berean Bible Institute, 
I meet believers who see the need for a school that 
is committed to training pastors, missionaries, and 
Christian leaders who will proclaim the Gospel of 
God’s Grace.  It is such a blessing to me when people 
tell me that they will pray for BBI, partner with us 
financially, and help promote BBI however they can.  
While our mission is clear: to train pastors, mission-
aries, and Christian leaders for the ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the proclamation of the gospel 
of the grace of God given to and through the Apostle 
Paul, it takes a team to accomplish our mission. 

As many of you know we have been searching 
for an Administrative Specialist to work in the areas 
of academics and institutional advancement.  For 
over a year we have been searching for someone 
who would join our staff and lend support in these  
areas. I am happy to announce that as of April 14th, 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” II Timothy 3:16
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Sometimes those of us who understand Paul’s 
unique ministry within the sacred Scriptures are so 
conditioned to notice the contrasts between Proph-
ecy and Mystery, Law and Grace, that we overlook 
the similarities between the programs.  God’s grace, 
redemption in Christ, and God’s desire to save the 
world are three similarities that are shared between 
the dispensations, even the way God’s grace was dis-
played, how the redemption was applied, and how 
the world was reached is different between dispen-
sations.  Let’s look at how these three similarities 
(grace, redemption, and God’s desire) fit with Peter’s 
statement. 

First, without God’s grace, salvation would never 
have been possible, for no one was ever deserving of 
God’s eternal acceptance. While mercy is often em-
phasized in the Old Testament, grace has a providen-
tial presence.  Grace was there when God made ani-
mal skins to cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness (Gen. 
3:21) and when He promised to send One to redeem 
the world (Gen. 3:15).  It was present in the days of 
Noah, who found “grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 
6:8).  Moses pleaded for the grace of the Lord (Exod. 
34:9).  The psalmist praised the Lord who “will give 
grace and glory” (Psa. 84:11), and Solomon wrote, “He 
giveth grace unto the lowly” (Prov. 3:34).  The Lord re-
ferred to people who “found grace in the wilderness” 
(Jer. 31:2).  In the future, the Lord promises to “pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem, the spirit of grace” (Zech. 12:10). Of John the 
Baptist it is said, “the grace of God was upon him” (Lk. 
2:40), and of Jesus’ earthly ministry it written that the 
Law was given by Moses, but “grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1:17). The Apostles after Jesus’ as-
cension were said to give witness to the resurrection 
of Christ because “great grace was upon them all” (Acts 
4:33).  God’s grace is not exclusive to this current Age 
of Grace; it is an eternal attribute of God.  While God 
is displaying His grace fully and unfiltered in today’s 
dispensation, Peter was correct in his assessment that 
the Kingdom believers were ultimately saved by vir-
tue of God’s grace.  

Next, salvation has always been part of God’s plan.  
I am going to particularly focus on the redemptive 
aspect of salvation since I believe that is what Peter 
ultimately had in mind.  It is true that Peter and the 
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Apostles were preaching the Kingdom promised 
and prophesied, but we must also remember that 
there was a big addition to the Kingdom gospel 
now that the redemptive work of Jesus Christ was  
accomplished.  Now the apostles understood salva-
tion more fully and could witness that eternal life 
in the Kingdom came through faithfulness to Jesus 
Christ (I Pet. 1:3; I Jn. 1:7).  As Grace believers, we are 
often quick to quote Acts 2:38 (“Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost”), but that was the necessary response to Pe-
ter’s words a few verses earlier: “God hath made that 
same Jesus…both Lord and Christ.”  In Acts 3, the com-
mand was to repent (vs. 19) and turn to God’s Son 
Jesus (vs. 26).  So, yes, the Apostles were preaching 
the Kingdom, but they were focusing on the provi-
sion of Jesus Christ and His identity as Israel’s Mes-
siah in order to enter into that Kingdom.  There was 
more information revealed to them now that Christ 
had ascended than there was when they were initial-
ly called to follow Jesus (Matt. 10).  Jesus Christ was 
their salvation; they would enter into the Kingdom 
through Jesus Christ.  While I am no way dismiss-
ing the importance of the part of Peter’s message that 
offered the Kingdom, we must also remember that 
the Apostles were preaching Jesus Christ.  He is the 
ONLY Redeemer who has ever been and will ever 
be.  How and when that redemption is fully applied 
to the Kingdom believer versus the Grace believer 
has some differences, but it is the same Redeemer 
and same death, burial, and resurrection.  This al-
lowed Peter to agree on the similarities of salvation 
(redemption) between Paul’s ministry and his own.  

Finally, God has always desired to reach the 
world.  When Christ died on the cross it was FOR 
THE SINS OF THE WORLD, not just people of a cer-
tain nation (Jn. 3:16; II Cor. 5:15; Heb. 2:9; I Jn. 2:2).  I 
am emphasizing this because when Peter made that 
statement in Acts 15:11 he had already personally 
witnessed that this was true with Cornelius.  Then, 
after hearing his account, “they that were of the circum-
cision” (Acts 11:2) had acknowledged this in Jerusa-
lem saying, “Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life” (Acts 11:18).  The heart of what 
Paul was bringing in regards to the Mystery revealed 
to him correlated with what Peter and the Apostles 
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and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets.”  The king 
certainly seemed to acknowledge the superior power 
and knowledge of God. 

Yet, in the next chapter, the king is making an idol 
that everyone is required to bow down and worship. 
You probably know the story.  Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego refused to follow the decree to bow 
to the image and were thrown into a fiery furnace, 
but the Lord preserved their lives so they walked 
out of the furnace unharmed.  As King Nebuchad-
nezzer called the three Jewish men out of the fire, 
he refers to them as “servants of the most high God” 
(Dan. 3:26).  “Then Nebuchadnezzer spake, and said, 
Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that 
trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, and 
yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship 
any god, except their own God.  Therefore I make a decree, 
That every people, nation, and language, which speak any 
thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be 
made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can 
deliver after this sort” (Dan. 3:28-29).  The king went 
from being extremely angry with these men to be-
ing humbled that these men’s God preserved them 
in the punishment inflicted upon them.  We love a 
good conversion story, but is this a true conviction or 
just being impressed by the God of these men? 

In the very next chapter, Nebuchadnezzer be-
lieves again.  Chapter 4 is a report from the mouth of 
Nebuchadnezzer.  He begins with a glowing report 
of God (vv. 2-3).  Yet, when he begins to tell his story, 
we learn that he called Daniel Belteshazzar “accord-
ing to the name of my god” and refers to “the holy gods” 
(v. 8).  He also calls for his counselors to interpret his 
dream before he calls for Daniel.  What happened to 
his admiration of God from chapter 2 to chapter 3, 
and then from chapter 3 to the accounts in chapter 4? 
It would seem that, thus far, King Nebuchadnezzer 
had only adopted the one true God as another pow-
erful God, perhaps even the most powerful. 

The account in chapter 4 continues with Nebu-
chadnezzer being humbled by being driven into 
the wilderness to live like a wild beast.  After “seven 
times pass over him” (vv. 16,23), King Nebuchadnezzer  

had already witnessed: that Christ is the Redeemer 
of everyone and God offers eternal life to Jew and 
Gentile.  Even though the how’s, when’s, and why’s 
are different under the Kingdom program (“salvation 
is of the Jew” John 4:22) and the Grace program (“for 
there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek…who-
soever shall call…” Romans 10:12-13), both are based 
on the redemption that is found only in Jesus Christ.  
This enabled Peter, who ministered under a differ-
ent program than Paul, to at least agree that God so 
loved the world (Jn. 3:16), even while the offer was 
focused on different audiences.  

Peter’s statement in no way does away with the 
fact that he was given the Gospel of the Circumcision 
while Paul was given the Gospel of the Uncircumci-
sion (Gal. 2:7).  It does show that Peter recognized 
that he and Paul were serving the same God, the same 
Christ, and the same redemption.  The Twelve Apos-
tles preached Jesus Christ according to the prophesied 
Kingdom both before and after they met with Paul and 
heard about his “new faith.”  The Kingdom apostles 
did not switch messages to line up with Paul’s new 
revelation; they recognized that God had chosen Paul 
to fulfill a ministry that was hard to understand and 
was previously unknown.  They extended to him the 
right hand of fellowship, recognizing it was of God 
that Paul was preaching Jesus Christ according to the 
revelation of the Mystery.  They acknowledged that 
Paul had been called to take the gospel of Grace to the 
Gentiles, while the Twelve continued to minister the 
Kingdom to the circumcision.  

QUESTION: Was the Babylonian King Nebuchad-
nezzer a believer? If so, does this mean he will be 
in the Kingdom promised to Israel?

ANSWER: Nebuchadnezzer certainly believed in 
God many times during his reign.  In his second year 
as king (Dan. 2:1), after Daniel had credited God with 
giving him the ability to interpret the king’s dream 
when Nebuchadnezzer’s own counsel could not de-
cipher the dream’s meaning, King Nebuchadnezzer 
“fell upon his face and worshipped Daniel, and commanded 
that they should offer oblation and sweet odours unto him” 
(Dan. 2:46).  While we see some glaring problems with 
these actions, especially his worship being misplaced, 
the next verse (v. 47) goes on to record Nebuchadnez-
zer saying, “Of a truth, that your God is a God of gods, 
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returns to his senses and is given back his Kingdom 
after he lifted his eyes up to heaven and “blessed the 
most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for 
ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his 
kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the in-
habitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand or say 
unto him, What doest thou?” (vv. 34-35).  This chap-
ter ends with what seems to be a change of heart by 
King Nebuchadnezzer.  He admits, “Now I Nebuchad-
nezzer praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all 
whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those 
that walk in pride he is able to abase.” 

King Nebuchadnezzer certainly seems to have 
learned several lessons about God throughout his 
reign.  Yet, was his belief in God to the salvation of 
his soul? Remembering that a belief in God is not 
enough (even the demons believe in God and trem-
ble before Him; James 2:19) but under the Kingdom 
program a Gentile would have to convert to Israel’s 
law, there is not enough information to form a solid 
opinion on Nebuchadnezzer.  The only information 
we have casts some serious doubt that the king had 
anything more than a humbling before the Sover-
eign.  During his son Belshazzar’s reign, nothing is 
said of Nebuchadnezzer’s faith in God, only that he 
“knew that the most high God ruled in the Kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will” 
(Dan. 5:21b).  It would be best for us to leave the mat-
ters of the heart to the Lord and not try to fill in the 
blanks, especially when there is no proof that King 
Nebuchadnezzer ever fully converted to the Lord.

COMMON SAYINGS FROM THE BIBLE 

“Knees Knocking”

When someone is scared or nervous, we empha-
size the strong emotional reaction to the stimuli by 
saying their knees are knocking.  They were so afraid 

or nervous that their knees were shaking so hard they 
were banging together.  

In Daniel’s day, Chaldean King Belshazzar was 
holding a huge drunken party.  His biggest mistake 
was using the vessels stolen from the Temple to drink 
wine.  His jubilant attitude changed suddenly when 
he saw a hand writing a message on the wall of the 
room.  How would you feel if you noticed a hand 
writing on the wall of your kitchen during dinner one 
evening?  Your knees would probably be doing some 
knocking, right?  

Daniel 5:6 tells us, “Then the king’s countenance 
was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that 
the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
one against another.” As far as we know, Belshazzar 
was the first one to have his fear be described as his 
knees knocking. 

Belshazzar was right to be scared.  The message 
written on the wall declared the king’s punishment 
for exalting himself above the Lord.  He died that 
very evening. 

“Go the Extra Mile”

If you are an employee who goes above and be-
yond what is required, you may have been told that 
you “go the extra mile.”  This is a phrase we still use 
to praise someone for selflessly giving more than ex-
pected. 

This phrase, and the teaching behind it, has its ori-
gins in the Scriptures.  In Matthew 5:41, Jesus teaches, 
“And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain.”  He was telling His followers to not be satisfied 
with only what is required of them, but to go above 
and beyond.  This, of course, is a matter of proper mo-
tivation and a heart set on pleasing the Lord. 

We should always be willing to “go the extra 
mile” to serve the one and only Lord and Savior  
Jesus Christ. 


