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From the President’s Desk,
Whenever I am representing Berean Bible Institute
at a church or conference, I usually begin by stating
our mission. I do this because I want everyone to
be clear on why we exist. And just in case you were
wondering, “the mission of Berean Bible Institute is to
train pastors, missionaries, and Christian leaders for the
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ and the proclamation
of the gospel of the grace of God given to and through the
Apostle Paul.”
Another reason why our mission is important is
that it also serves as a measuring instrument to determine whether or not we are fulfilling our purpose.
In other words, to determine if we are fulfilling our
mission, we are constantly asking the question, “are
we training pastors, missionaries, and Christian
leaders for the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ and
the proclamation of the Gospel of the Grace of God
given to and through the Apostle Paul?”
I am blessed to report that we are fulfilling our
mission. Recently we received news that five of our
students taking courses through our Brazilian extension will receive their Certificates in Dispensational Studies. In a recent analysis of student ministry
involvement, it was determined that, while some take
courses for personal growth and biblical knowledge,
almost seventy-four percent of our student body is
either currently leading some type of ministry or
actively training for a specific ministry. Some of the
ministries our students are currently involved in are
pastoral ministry, missions ministry, youth ministry, church board leadership, Bible study leadership,
radio ministry, women’s ministry, prison ministry,
and juvenile detention ministry.
With this in mind, please keep BBI and our students in your prayers. Because of your partnership
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with BBI through prayer and financial support, you
too play a vital role in seeing pastors, missionaries,
and Christian leaders trained to proclaim the gospel
of God’s matchless grace.
In closing, if you are not already supporting BBI
through your prayers and financial support, I want
to challenge you to consider joining us in moving
our mission forward for the cause of Christ and the
proclamation of the Gospel of the Grace of God.
Serving Together,

Dr. Robert E. Nix
President
QUESTION: Who are the apostles and prophets
spoken of in Ephesians 3:5?
ANSWER: Ephesians 3:5 states, “Which in other
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is
now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit.”
Most of us, including myself, read about the office
of a prophet and our mind automatically recalls the
renowned prophets of the Old Testament—daring
Daniel, emotional Jeremiah, obedient Isaiah, among
others. After all, they have books named after them
and their delivered pronouncements endure to
our day and beyond. Similarly, when we think of
apostles, we think of the Twelve whom we sang about
in Sunday School (“There were twelve disciples.
Jesus called to help Him.”). The Bible follows these
twelve apostles from their inexperienced beginnings
until empowered at Pentecost. Yet, there were more
apostles than the Twelve and additional prophets
than the ones that are familiar to us. As the Mystery

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” II Timothy 3:16
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was being revealed during the transition away
from the Kingdom program, God had apostles and
prophets of Grace. This is what is recorded for us in
the Holy Scriptures by Paul.

Back to the verse in question: Ephesians 3:5 is
stating that those Old Testament prophets and those
twelve apostles did not know the Dispensation of
Grace like the prophets and apostles of Grace know
it now. Earlier in Ephesians chapter 2 verse 20, we
learn that the apostles and prophets of Grace were
foundational for what God is doing today in this
Age of Grace. They were necessary as the Church,
the Body of Christ, was in its beginning stages (Eph.
2:20).

First Corinthians 1:28 declares, “And God hath set
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings,
helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” We learn that,
besides supernatural confirmation gifts (tongues,
healings, miracles), God also utilized the gifts of
apostles and prophets as His Grace message was
being made known. There was no school you could
go attend in order to learn the theology of Grace,
for it had been hidden in the mind of God until the
moment it was revealed to the Apostle Paul. It was
necessary for God to supernaturally empower men
to lead and proclaim according to His ways of Grace.
We know there was prophecy happening in Corinth
because Paul lifted it up as the preferable gift (I Cor.
14:1). As Corinthians was written during the time of
the transition from Kingdom to Mystery, Paul gave
the prophets instructions in the proper decorum
for prophesying (I Cor. 14:29) and says this gift was
important for people to learn and be comforted
(I Cor. 14:31).

We know Paul was an apostle, for the Scripture
assigns the title to him several times (I Cor. 1:1;
II Cor. 1:1; I Tim. 2:7; etc.). He was THE Apostle to
the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13). While we do not have
anyone in the Bible specifically labeled a “prophet
of Grace,” the Scriptures do inform us that they
existed (e.g., Rom. 16:26). In fact, Paul’s epistles
could be considered prophetic writings, proclaiming
the truth of God revealed to him for those under the
Dispensation of God’s Grace through Christ Jesus.
QUESTION: What does the Bible say about race? Is
interracial marriage allowed by God?
ANSWER: While mankind has always been
prejudiced of those who are not like themselves,
the issue of race is a relatively modern problem.
The Bible speaks nothing at all regarding race as we
know it. It assigns people into groups according to
classifications such as nation, family, and beliefs.
Skin color is not a defining factor.

First Corinthians is also the book that tells us that
there will come a day when the truth of the Mystery
program is fully revealed and then prophecy (and
supernatural gifts) will stop (I Cor. 13:9-10) for the
remainder of the Age of Grace. Well, the fullness of
God’s revelation has been completed, so prophecy
is not being used by God today. Instead—and
just as sufficient and powerful—God’s Word has
been completely revealed and it is what informs,
empowers, and equips us to serve (II Tim. 3:16-17).

Chattel slavery, which ultimately came about as
an opportunity to make money, is what really drove
our prejudices against race. To protect the “product,”
it needed to be taught that the Black and Native
American people were less than European white
people; that whites had a right to own those of other
races. Sadly, some of the Church got involved (there
was no separation of church and state in Europe)
and (wrongly) used the Bible to confirm the teaching
that Blacks (and Native Americans and Asians)
were cursed by God to serve the “superior race.”
The U.S. southern economy, based on slave labor,
did its best to not lose its economy and way of life.
Charles Darwin did not help when he released The
Origin of Species by the Means of Natural Selection.

Though we live in this time of completed revelation,
we need to recognize that the apostles and prophets
of Grace were foundational for the revealing of the
Mystery. Ephesians 4:11 confirms this: “And He gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets.” Another book
written during the transition period, Romans, lists
prophecy as a gift given by the Holy Spirit (12:6).
There was a prophet amongst the Cretians (Titus
1:12). Timothy’s ministry was recognized by the
prophets (I Tim. 4:14).

2

BIBLE ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS
And Interesting Facts About the Holy Word of God

full members of the Body of Christ through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. The hang-ups and prejudices
we have regarding skin tone do not come from the
Creator. What a depressing thought to know that
there are still some believers who allow their behavior
and thoughts (consciously or subconsciously) toward
those who look different than us to be dictated by
racial traditions of men.

Many conveniently forget that the rest of Darwin’s
title was Or The Preservation of Favoured Races in
the Struggle for Life. Though minorities would win
seeming victories throughout history in America,
segments of the nation would continue to provide
loopholes in keeping non-white people from being
truly equal (Did you get the right to vote? We’ll just
institute a poll tax that you can’t pay and move the
voting places out of your area).

In conclusion, though we are all equal members in
the Body of Christ, we are all unique individuals and
have different experiences. I would encourage you,
instead of repeating your favorite group’s slogan on
certain issues, to listen. Fellow members in the Body
of Christ have experienced things in society that I
have never had to experience and vice versa. Instead
of expecting that they had the same advantages or
disadvantages that you had, remember I Corinthians
12:26: “whether one member suffer, all the members suffer
with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice
with it.”

In the history covered in the Bible, nations were
an equal opportunity oppressor. If you weren’t
Assyrian, we will destroy and enslave you. If you
were not Chaldean, we will destroy and enslave
you. Even God’s instructions for Israel to wipe out
the Canaanites had nothing to do with race; it had
to do with God’s people not being corrupted by
gross paganism with the expressed desire that God’s
nation would be a light to other nations.
So, in answer to the first question, the Bible does not
divide people by their skin color. He does not place a
premium on a person due to the color of their skin.
God help us if we propagate that ungodly prejudice.

INTERESTING
(Short and Random)
BIBLE FACTS

In response to the second part of the question
regarding interracial marriage, if racism is a recently
modern horror, so is the apprehension of mixing
races by marriage. God did not tell the Israelites
not to marry the Canaanites because of their skin
color. Here is the real reason that He told them not
to intermarry with other nations: “For they will turn
away thy son from following Me,that they may serve other
gods” (Deut. 7:3-4). The concern was that a person
of God would enter into a marriage covenant with
a godless individual who would draw their heart
away from the one true God. We, in the Age of Grace,
have a similar instruction not to marry unbelievers
(II Cor. 6:14-15; 7:39).
The aversion toward interracial marriage stems
from leftover cultural oppression and taking Israel’s
instructions and perverting them to make them fit
with the “church” today. If anything, the teaching of
the Body of Christ, where there is neither Jew nor
Gentile, should teach us God’s view on race. God
looks at the whole of the human race, sent His Son
to die for the sins of the human race, and wants
people of all shades, status, and stature to become
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•

The Bible was written in three languages. The
Old Testament is mostly Hebrew with some
Aramaic in places (i.e., Ezra; Daniel). The
New Testament was written in the common
language of Greek.

•

The Bible was recorded by more than 40
traditional writers.

•

Moses is given credit for the first five books of
the Bible, and most of the prophets are given
credit for the books named after them. The
Gospels are named after those who recorded
them, and the authors of the Epistles are
announced within the letter. We say “more
than” because there are some books we are
just not sure who recorded the information
(e.g., Kings and Chronicles). Of course, we
know the one Author to be God Himself.

•

The Bible was written by people from a multitude of different backgrounds and diverse
personalities.
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•

•

•

Writers include kings (David, Solomon),
shepherds (Moses, Amos), priests (Zechariah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel), a tentmaker and former
Pharisee (Paul), fishermen (Peter; John), a tax
collector (Matthew), and a doctor (Luke).
The authorship of Hebrews has remained
unidentified for centuries. Even though many
Bibles attribute authorship to Paul in the
introduction, the truth is that authorship of the
book has been debated for centuries. Augustine
was convinced Paul wrote it, while men like
Gaius and Hippolytus did not include it with
Paul’s writings. Martin Luther was sure the
writer was Apollos. Tertullian attributes the
book to Paul’s one-time companion Barnabas.
Others attribute authorship to Silas, Luke, Saul
(post-conversion, pre-Acts 13 commission),
and an unknown, unique author. Anonymous
authorship is not unique to Hebrews, several
books of the Old Testament were written by
people unnamed. For example, neither content
or tradition identifies the authors of Joshua,
Judges, Ruth, Kings, Esther, or Job. While it
is interesting to discuss and study, the most
important thing is the message the book
contains.

written before captivity and after the nation
was defeated and taken captive. Paul and the
other apostles wrote during a time of Roman
rule.
•

The Bible was written on three continents.Most
was written in what is modern-day Israel (Asia),
but some passages of Jeremiah were written in
Egypt, Africa (Jeremiah 43) and several New
Testament epistles were written from European
cities (I, II Corinthians, Romans).

•

The Bible has several literary genres. Psalms
are considered to be poetry. The Epistles are
letters to churches and individuals. The Book
of Revelation has created its own genre of
“apocalyptic” literature. There are history
books, prophecies, and law.

Books within the Bible were written in different
periods/times. Covering over 4,000 years, the
people of the Bible experienced different times
and cultures. Moses was born in Egypt, became
a shepherd and died a wanderer. The times
covered in Kings and Chronicles were written
during times of plenty and times of need, times
of obedience and times of disobedience. Hosea
wrote during times of prosperity; Lamentations
was written in times of great loss. Daniel
was written during two different empires
(Babylonian and Mede-Persia). Isaiah was
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